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The Design school in Okinawa was a very nice experience for me. First, the place is very

beautiful, and we kind of disconnected from our everyday life, and were able to focus
exclusively on our ‘mission’ (To find solutions to Okinawa-city). Every activity that we
conducted, even when it was a casual dinner, was connecting in a way to the workshop
as we were in a continuous observation mode, getting ideas and thoughts from
everything we are doing. The experience of finding solution in Okinawa city was very
fruitful. First we had to learn about Okinawa-city through some presentations and from
the surveys we did. This allowed us to be able to have a broader look at the problem. In
fact, we already kind of know about Okinawa as a touristic place, but this design school
allowed us to have a more real perspective on the city and its problems. Moreover,
collaborating with students from Okinawa was very useful as we had their point vue on
the matter. Our objective was to find solutions to revitalize Koza area in Okinawa-city.
We proposed the idea of turning it into an artist city by giving scholarships to young
artists, organizing graffiti event, giving lower rents to craft makers and artists, etc. We
came to this idea after brainstorming problems and ideas, surveying people, and walking
around the city while noticing its strengths and weaknesses. After that, we summarized
what does Koza area actually possess (shutter doors, small streets, library, etc.), and
what it doesn’t possess (best beaches, transportation, best shopping option, etc.). This

gave us a clear idea about the current situation and allowed us to design our solution.
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During the 5 days in Okinawa, I worked with my group on the topic of “The Facilitation

of Main Shopping Street”. We not only visited real places, did survey with local people,
but also did a lot of group discussion and worked for the final presentation as well.
During this process, I learned a lot from my group members. I also gained a deeper

understanding in how to work on a real problem, how to cooperate with other people in
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different major, and in how to prepare for an impressive presentation.

In the end, I want to appreciate all staff and my group members greatly. Thank you for

bring me a so nice memory and thank you for make me learn so much.
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Attending the Design School in Okinawa was a good experience in applying the theories

learnt into reality. It is a quite practical and challenging, yet rewarding activity. What
really impressed me about the event is that a team with people from various background
and cultures could achieve the goal with a good result. In fact, a good team is not a team
with the same-minded members. Instead, it is a team consisting of people with variety
of skills and background knowledge. Although the communication of idea with people
from different background knowledge, skills, and cultures is one of most challenging
things other than the difficulty of the topic itself, we managed to overcome the differences,
and we finally could come up with a solution agreed by everyone in the team with a great
satisfaction. I think it is the success of a teamwork because the processes in determining
the solution mean more than the final product, so how we work cooperatively in a team

to seek for a solution is what really teaches us as a good lesson. In addition, a good
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facilitation of the discussion is quite crucial, especially when Japanese and international
students from Cambodia, China, and Lebanon have different perspectives over a certain
discussed matter. However, a facilitator in my team lessened the tension and eased the
processes, which makes everyone happy with the outcome. Therefore, I think everyone

has performed a good job in his or her roles a facilitator and participant.
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