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[[51% (Luciano Henrique de Oliveira Santos, L3) ]
I had the opportunity to study first hand issues faced by real people in 3 different
cultures, inserted into different contexts and holding different relationships with society.
The teams I worked with all had people from at least 3 different countries and from
several different fields, which gave me the opportunity to not only experience different
cultural perspectives, but also to get some insights into how each field of knowledge
affects and is affected by those cultural backgrounds. In each workshop, we used a
different approach to design process, and thus learned different ways to analyze
situations, identify issues and propose solutions and innovate. We had several
interesting lectures, hearing the point of view of professional designers, business
owners, government representatives and people who play significant roles in their
communities. In particular, we had the chance to hear from one of the most acclaimed
designers in the world about his approach to innovation. We also learned about several
ongoing projects in Tainan, Kyoto and Hong Kong, highlighting interesting and though
provoking aspects of local culture in each city. We had the chance to visit different
venues and analyze their workflow, exploring possible challenges and difficulties,

putting the design process into practice to propose innovative solutions.



[[51% (Samar El Helou, L3) ]
The workshop for me was like a surreal experience. Moving between the 3 different
cities, meeting all these new people, hearing all these different stories and learning
about great social projects in such a short time. Directly after landing in a city, we were
doing fieldwork and learning about the cities’ residents by interacting with them. The
workshop exposed me to a whole set of new problems, solutions and ways of thinking. It
opened my mind, I felt refreshed, and after I came back from the workshop I had a lot of

energy and drive for my research.
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