Design Visions

MINI-SYMPOSIUM

CRITICAL THINKING AND EVALUATION OF
SCIENTIFIC AND HEALTH-RELATED INFORMATION
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Critical thinking is one of the most important skills that people living in the 21st Century need
to develop. Critical thinking is necessary to make sense of information that is ubiquitous in
modern societies. Particularly important is the evaluation of the quality of scientific and
health-related information, as the outcomes of such evaluation could have significant impact
on the wellbeing of people. For instance, if we make serious errors in such evaluation and
believe in erroneous information, there could be serious detrimental effects on our physical
and mental health as well as many other aspects of our life.

This mini-symposium will present some important new research findings in this topic area
from Dr Lisa Scharrer (University of Munster, Germany) and Dr Rachel Dryer (Charles Sturt
University, Australia). There will be op[portunities not only to listen to their presentations, but
also to discuss with them international perspectives on various theoretical, research, and
educational issues in critical thinking and evaluation.
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Don’t make yourself the measure of all things: Potential biases when
laypeople evaluate scientific information
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What effect does Theory of Mind ability and “Unpacking” information have on
people’s ability to critically evaluate health-related information?
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