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Aalto ARTS Focus Areas



Research and Doctoral Education in Brief 

Research and doctoral education 
• About 350 doctoral students: Aalto official student registry including attending and non-

attending students 20.9.2012: 349 doctoral level students (337 dr. and 12 lic.) 19% from 
abroad 

• Some 60 professors 
• About 100 full-time researchers working on their various research topics in a wide range of 

disciplines.

Five departments
• Provide five distinctive perspectives into the fields of arts, design and architecture. 
• The departments work closely yet transparently with each other, as well as with other schools 

at the Aalto University.

The Research Institute 
• Coordinates and develops research and doctoral studies at ARTS



Research Areas in Aalto ARTS Departments

Department of 
Architecture 

• History and 
Theory of 
Architecture

• Building 
Design

• Urban 
Planning and 
Design

• Landscape 
Architecture

Department of 
Art

• Art Education
• Contemporary 

Art
• Visual Culture

Department of 
Design

• Design

Department of 
Film, Television 

and Scenography

• Film and 
Television

• Scenography

Department of 
Media 

• Graphic 
Design

• New Media
• Photography



Aalto ARTS Strategic Operating Plan
–– Research Areas of Focus
As a result of the Research Assessment Exercise and definition of clear areas of focus, Aalto 
ARTS allocates its resources to the key areas of expertise it represents:
• Architecture
• Design
• Media
• Art

Within those areas, research is focused around central themes selected by the departments. 

A common frame of reference to the areas of research at the School of Arts, Design and 
Architecture is formed by sustainable development and its financial, social, 
cultural and ecological dimension.

The uniqueness of research is enhanced by the connection between theoretical
expertise and practical relevance, on the one hand, and artistic expression, on the 
other hand.



Doctoral studies
Aalto ARTS
- Another

perspective



Aalto Board of Doctoral Education
Vice Rector as Chair, Heads of School DP’s as members

Coordinator, Secretary of the Steering Comittee

Aalto Doctoral Education

Aalto Doctoral
Programme in 

Art, Design and 
Architecture

Head of DP

School Doctoral
Programme
Committee

Aalto 
Doctoral

Programme
in 

Economics

Head of DP

School 
Doctoral

Programme
Committee

Aalto 
Doctoral

Programme
in 

Engineering

Head of DP

School 
Doctoral

Programme
Committee

Aalto 
Doctoral

Programme
in Chemical
Technology

Head of DP

School 
Doctoral

Programme
Committee

Aalto 
Doctoral

Programme
in Science

Head of DP

School 
Doctoral

Programme
Committee

Aalto 
Doctoral

Programme
in Electrical
Engineering

Head of DP

School 
Doctoral

Programme
Committee

National 
Doctoral

Programmes

Doctor of Arts, 
Doctor of 
Science 

(Architecture) 
and Doctor of 

Philosophy
(Architecture) 

Education

D.Sci. 
(Econ.) 

Education 

D. Sci. (Tech) Education

Coordinators’ Team Aalto

National Doctoral Programmes

National 
Doctoral

Programmes
(Design 

Connections, 
Tahto and 
Elomedia)



Field of Arts and Design

Doctoral studies in 
Art and Design have 

been offered from 
1981, and since 

then a total of 109  
Doctors of Arts 
have graduated.

Doctoral education 
has grown all 

through the period 
which is an outcome 

of extensive 
strategic 

development.

The special 
feature of the 
programme is 

that the 
dissertation can 
also include art 

or design 
productions. 



Field of Architecture

The Department of 
Architecture offers 

postgraduate 
degree studies for 
Doctor in Science 
(Architecture) and 

Doctor of 
Philosophy 

(Architecture) 
degrees.

The first 
publication of a 

doctoral 
dissertation took 
place in 1921, and 

since then over 
fifty candidates 

have been awarded 
their doctoral 

degrees. 

The Department 
of Architecture is 

the oldest and 
largest of the 

three 
schools/departme

nts of 
architecture in 

Finland. 



The Structure of Doctoral Studies

Doc. of Science 
(Arch.) STUDIES

ECTS 
CREDITS

1. Scientific
practices and 
principles

5-15

2. Studies in the 
research field

30-40

3. Studies in a 
supplementary field

10-20

All together 60
Supplementary
studies (optional)

Max. 60

Doctoral
dissertation

More information on Aalto Into website: 
https://into.aalto.fi/display/endoctoraltaik/Degree+Structure+of+Doctoral+Studies



Architecture 
53

Art 79

Design 68

Film, 
Television 

and 
Scenography 

34

Media 73

Doctoral Students by Departments N=307 
10/2012  attending students



ARTS is highly international with Doctoral 
Candidates from 32 countries



Doctoral studies - statistics

Year Average age of 
Doctors of Arts

2010 45,2
2011 44,5
2012 41,2

Year Median 
duration of 
doctoral
studies

2010 8,3 years

2011 8,2 years

2012 7, 8 years



Doctors of Arts 1991-2012 (N=108)
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Employment of Doctors of Arts
Graduated in 1991-2011 (N=96) Survey done 03/2012

Aalto 
University

38%

Other 
Finnish 

universities 
and 

polytechnics
20 %

Intern. 
universities

9 %

Other public 
sector in 
Finland

5 %

Artist
13%

Business 
enterprise 

sector
10%

Other
5%



Doctoral dissertations



Doctoral dissertations



Doctoral dissertations



facebook.com
/aaltouniversity

youtube.com
/aaltouniversity

Further information: 
aalto.fi



Aalto ARTS scientific publications 2011-2012* 
*preliminary information

INTERNATIONAL peer-reviewed
scientific publications 2011 2012*

DOMESTIC peer-reviewed
scientific publications 2011 2012*

Articles in journals A1 28 28 Articles in journals A1 10 7
Review articles in journals A2 1 1 Review articles A2 0 0

Articles in compilations A3 10 11 Articles in compilations A3 8 6
Articles in conference publications
A4 57 63

Articles in conference
publications A4 4 1

Total 96 103 Total 22 14

Not peer-reviewed
Articles in journals B1-B3 30 Articles in journals B1-B3 21
Monographies C1 4 0 Monographies C1 4
Edited books C2 3 Edited books C2 2

Total 37 Total 27

International publ. total 133 Domestic publ. total 49



Artistic publications
2011-2012* *preliminary information

International 2011 2012* Domestic 2011 2012*

Independent artworks and 
private exhibitions F1 45 26

Independent artworks and 
private exhibitions F1 54 41

Productions and group works F2 2 48
Productions and group
works F2 19 94

Artistic parts of commercial
productions F3 4 2

Artistic parts of 
commercial productions
F3 35 53

Total 51 76 Total 108 188

International professional
publications D1-D2 2011 2012*

Domestic professional
publications. D1-D2 2011 2012

Art and design departments 4 2 Art and design departments 9 6
Dept. of Architecture 4 6 Department of Architecture 72 42



Aalto University
– Where science and 
art meet technology
and business



Three leading universities 
in their own fields became 
Aalto University in 2010

Helsinki School of Economics (HSE)
University of Art and Design Helsinki (TaiK)
Helsinki University of Technology (TKK)

The Aalto University 
community:

75,000 alumni,
20,000 students,

5,000 staff members, 
350 professors



Towards 
a world-class
institution
2020



Aalto University strategy
Vision The best connect and succeed at Aalto University, an institution internationally 

recognised for the impact of its science, art and learning.

Goal To become a world-class academic institution by 2020. 

Universal 
mission

Contributions
to a better world.

National
mission

Competitiveness and 
welfare of Finland.

Strategic enablers leadership, internationalisation, services, infrastructure

Culture built
on common values passion, courage, freedom, responsibility, integrity

Core
strategies
and per-
formance
indicators

Schools School of Arts, Design and Architecture; School of Business; 
School of Chemical Technology; School of Electrical Engineering;
School of Engineering; School of Science 

Societal
impact 

Adding value through
entrepreneurship,

business liaison and
societal interactions

Research
excellence

Original, impactful, 
interdisciplinary

Pioneering
education

Focus on students, 
a new learning

culture and 
approaches

Trend-setting
art

Art, architecture and
design as key drivers
for improving living

environments


